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Hecreational Water Quality Criteria

The EPA developed the reﬂ"emmna,,. water quality criteria, which apply to all waters d&:mahaﬁ;m
for primary contact recreation, based on a review of historic studies and more recent scientific
information including the National Epidemiological and Environmental Assessment of
Recreational water stadies at 118, beaches in 2003, 2004, 2003, 2007, and 2009, The studies
enrolied 54,250 wwﬁ;:ipaﬂts? encompassed nine locations, and collected and aga}vzefi FHIMeTous
sarnples from a combination of fresh, marine, tropical, and temp erate Waters. The e:ahmg
criteria have numersus improvements over the 1986 criteria, for ¢ axample:

. The criteria consist of both & geometric mean and statistical ih*sfsna}izﬁ yvalue.

. The criteria now comprise a maﬂmmﬁi duration, and frequency.

. States and authorized tribes may s:bw}se from two different sets of rec@mmer’*&é criteria
values to protect primary contact recreation waters.

. The criteria recommendations for fresh and marine waters are based on the same illness
rate. ' _ '

» . Thecnleriane 10%&? refer to different use in 1sifics.

. States may take advantags of newly- -developed rapid test (gPCR) Ih%ﬁ}s}éy in adopting
WS, _

> The criteria document provides Beach Action V. alues for beach notifi cation programs.

As vou know, 83 a BEACTH Act state, Washingtor has specific requirements regarding
recreational water quality criteria, Swtzon 203(1}(1}{8} of the Clean Water Act (as amended by
the BEACH Act of 2000) directs each state or am}mnzw tribe with coastal regreational waters to
adopt and submit to the EPA new or revise d water quality standards for those waters for 2l
pathogens and aatnetmn mdha,mom to which the new or revised water quality criteria arg
applicable. Zhg deadline for state or mh&% adoption and submittzl to EPA of revised WQS is
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